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[1] In 2005 the Lin Report, estimated 2971 Naturopaths and Herbalists were in practice. After adjusting the number to account for growth in the field, there could be up to 12,000. The ARONAH submission to consultation options for the regulation of unregistered health professionals (2011), states that an “accurate estimation is made difficult by the unregulated and fragmented nature of the professions, and by co-option of the terms naturopath and herbalist by other unregistered and registered professions”. The Australian Bureau of Statistics estimated that there were 2982 naturopaths in Australia 2006. The ARONAH submission identifies this figure did not include Western herbalists, or even some naturopaths that were included in the 16 354 ‘complementary therapists’ or 2632 ‘natural remedy consultants’.
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[vi] 2,982 practitioners employed as Naturopaths (as captured in the 2006 Census). In contrast to number of Acupuncturists (948), and Traditional Chinese medicine practitioners (480)–both of whom underwent the process of National Registration in 2012.

